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cofment to rach powerful nations as France and 
England^ is construed all over Latin America as 
a confession of wrong-doing. 

That this feeling has been strengthened almost 
to a point of conviction even in the United States 
itself, is evidenced by the editorial comment on 
" How the United States Acquired the Bight to 
Build the Panama Canal/' printed herewith in con- 
Junction with ex-President Roosevelt's confession 
that he " took " the Isthmus, Colombia's protest and 
nthoT documents bearinp: on the subject. 
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Company    which shares shall be 
paid to her at least for their nominal value; 
but as Colombia holds this right only as share- 
holder in said company this stipulation does 
not impose any obligation on, nor is any as- 
sumed by, the United States." 

Yet one week after the signing of this treaty, the 
Paris managers of the syndicate had declared 
Colombia's 50,000 shares " non-negotiable," which 
was nothing more nor less than a repudiation of 
Colombia's interests in the company as recognized 
under the Hay-Herran Treaty. So Colombia re- 
ceived nothing for her interest in the French Canal 
Company, for the |40,000,000 went to the French 
syndicate and the $10,000,000 offered in the Hay- 
Herran Treaty went eventually to Panama. 

The two most active representatives of the 
French syndicate during all these negotiations were 
Mr. William Nelson Cromwell, a New York law- 
yer, and M. Philippe Bunau-Varilla, of Paris. 
These two gentlemen at first worked diligently 
with Herran to defeat the Nicaragua route, but as 
soon as this was accomplished they devoted their 
efforts to keeping Colombia out of any part of 
the 140,000,000 given by the United States to the 
French svndicate. 

Let us 6ee how Mr. Hay, in a cable to our Min- 
ister to Bogota, was made to put the screws on 
Colombia : 

" Tf Colombia should now reject the treaty 
or unduly delay its ratification, the friendly 
^ understanding between the two countries would 
be so seriously compromised that action might 
be taken by the Congress next winter which 
every friend of Colombia would regret. Con- 
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Navy Darling wired as follows, to the Commander 
of the " Nashville," in care of the American Consul 
at Colon : 

" Maintain free and uninterrupted transit. 
If interruption threatened by armed force, oc- 
cupy the line of raili'oad. Prevent landing of 
any armed force with hostile intent, either Gov- 
ernment or insurgent, either at Colon, Porto 
^ Bello or other point. Send copy of instructions 
to the senior officer present at Panama upon 
arrival of ' Boston.' Have sent copy of instruc- 
tions and have telegraphed * Dixie ' to proceed 
with all possible dispatch from Kingston to 
Colon. Government force reported approach- 
ing the Isthmus in vessels. Prevent their land- 
ing if in your judgment this would precipitate 
a conflict. Acknowledgment is required.^' 

The same order was sent to the Commander of 
the " Dixie ^- at Kingston, and a similar one to trie 
" Marblehead " at Acapulco. The " Maine," " Bos- 
ton," "Atlantic," "Concord" and "Wyoming" 
were also ordered to hurry to the Isthmus. 

The following messages from Commander Hub- 
bard, of the " Nashville," who was another and in- 
deed the principal factor in t^e successful issue of 
the coup, tell their own story: 

" CoLOX^ November 3, 1903. 

" Sbcnav, Washington, D. G. : 

"Keceipt of your telegram of November 2 
is acknowledged. Prior to receipt this mom 
ing about 400 men were landed here by the 
Grovemment of Colombia from Cartagena. No 
revolution has been declared on the Isthmus 
and no disturbances. Railway company have 
declined to transport these trooiw except by 






Panama. Protect the British steamers if 
necessary." 

So much for the military aspects of the move- 
"■^^vjnent, in which the total death roll was one China- 
man killed by one of the three shots fired from the 
" Bogota" the night of the " secession." How Com- 
mander Hubbard overawed the Colombian troops at 
Colon with the Stars and Stripes and American 
marines, and how our officers prevented all attempts 
of Colombia to recover the Isthmus, are matters of 
record. ,, 

The day "following the " secession " some hours 
before even the municipality of the city of Panama, 
the stronghold of Chinese, foreign merchants and 
Jamaica negroes, had ratified the act, the executive 
committee of the insurrectionary movement, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Arango, Boyd and Arias, sent the 
following cable: 

" Secretary of Statb^ Washington : 

"We take the liberty of bringing to the 
knowledge of your Government that on yester- 
day afternoon, in consequence of a popular and 
spontaneous movement of the people of this 
city, the independence of the Isthmus was pro- 
claimed and, the Republic of Panama being in- 
stituted, its provisionel government organizes 
an (executive) board consisting of ourselves, 
who are assured of the military strength neces- 
sary to carry out our determination." 

The day following, November 5, they cabled Mr. 

Hay announcing the appointment of M. Bunau- 

"TaFilla as confidential agent at Washington. The 

next day he was appointed in a cable to Mr. Hay as 

. - Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary 

from the Republic of Panama ( !) "with full pow- 
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against the 450 Colombian troops that landed in 
Colon under General Tovar on the morning of No- 
vember 3, the very day of the so-called secession. 
But these were prevented from going to Panama by 
the marines and gunboats of the United States. 
Much less could the Huertas forces have resisted 
the thousands of troops that, under General Reyes, 
Ospina and Holquin, were prevented from landing 
on Panama soil by American forces. 
# IN ever was anything written in the annals of 
J nations more remarkable than the instant recogni- 
' tion of a government not yet formed, in a country 
but a small fraction of whose inliabitants had heard 
of its secession, where not a shot was fired in its 
defense, where the only reliance was on the pur- 
chased traitors of the mother country and on the 
force of the great nation that was in honor bound 
by treaty to maintain its integrity. And all this 
was supplemented by the reception as Panama's 
Minister Plenipotentiary of a non-resident alien 
whose only interest was the valorization of the 
I shares of a speculative company. 

After the secession General Reyes was appointed 
by Colombia Special Commissioner to the United 
States to present his claims to our Government. 
In his note to Mr. Hay of December 23, 1903, he 
quotes from a note of instruction from Secretary 
Seward to Mr. Adams during our Civil War as 
follows : 

" A nation that recognizes a revolutionary 
State, with a view to aid its effecting its sov- 
ereignty and independence, commits a great 
Avrong against the nation whose integrity is 
thus invaded, and makes itself responsible for 
a just and ample redress." 
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Colombia about f 10,000,000 ratification could 
be secured." 

Mr. Hay replied: 

" Instructions heretofore sent to you show 
the great danger of amending the treaty. This 
Government has no right or competence to 
covenant with Colombia to impose new finan- 
cial obligation upon canal company and the 
President would not submit to our Senate any 
amendment in that sense, but would treat it 
as voiding the negotiation and bringing about 
a failure to conclude a satisfactory treaty with 
Colombia." 

A previous di.spatcli was as follows : 

" Washington, April 7, 1903.' 

^* American Minister, Bogotd : 

" Keferring requests Colombia to canal and 
railroad companies for appointment agents 
negotiate cancellation present concessions, etc. 
"^ " If subject arises, inform Colombian Gov- 
ernment that treaty covers entire matter and 
. any change would be in violation of Spooner 
law and not permissible. 

*' Hay." 

Some have thought that the foregoing indicate a 
desire also to safeguard certain powerful private 
interests. 

With the enormous profits of the Suez Canal be- 
fore their eyes; with the knowledge that for over 
a generation the Panama Railroad had been the 
most profitable road on earth, for its mileage; with 
a plan drawn up under which holders of shares in 
the French Company would reap an enormous 
profit, while the Colombian Government would be 
practically little better oflf than with her railroad 
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Roosevelt had chosen to ai)ply it. Section III. of 
Article 35 says: 

" the said treaty shall continue binding on 
both parties, beyond the twenty years, nntil 
twelve months from the time that one of the 
parties notifies its intention of proceeding to 
a reform." 

A simple notification of Mr. Hay after the ratifica- 
tion seemed doubtful would have brought the Co- 
lombian Congress to a realizing sense of danger and 
secured the immediate ratification of the treaty. 
But this notice was not given, and on its own 
records the United States stands convicted of bad 
faith, and all the sophistry of those implicated 
will not relieve her of her duty to give satisfaction 
to dismembered Colombia. 

Under date of October 21, 1905, the Colombian 
Minister at Washington, Senor Mendoza, presented 
a thorough recapitulation of events, and urged 
arbitration of the differences between the two coun- 
tries. In a subsequent note on April 6, 1906, to 
which our State Department has never made any 
reply, Minister IMendoza says : 

" I note the fact that in your communica- 
tion [Secretary Boot's] it is stated for the 
first time, on behalf of your Government, that 
the United States espoused the cause of 
Panama, the language being: 

" * Nor are we willing to permit any arbi- 
trator to determine the political policy of the 
United States in following its sense of right 
and justice by espousing the cause of this weak 
people against the stronger Government of Co- 
lombia, which had so long held them in unlaw- 
ful subjection? ' 
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her sovereignty over Panama by suppressing 
rebellion^ revolution, secession, or internal dis- 
order? 

"3. Did the treaty of 1846 grant to the 
United States the right to take those steps 
which it is admitted were taken by the United 
States to prevent the landing of troops in 
Panama and the suppression of the rebellion? 

" 4. Did the treaty of 1846 leave the United 
States free lawfully to take the steps which 
it is admitted by the United States were taken 
as regards Panama? 

" 5. Did these acts of the United States, 
which it is admitted were taken, prevent Co- 
lombia from taking the steps necessary to sup- 
press the rebellion and maintain her sov- 
ereignty over the Isthmus? 

" 6. Were the admitted acts of the United 
States in respect to Panama in violation of 
principles of international law which have 
been recognized by the United States as bind- 
ing upon nations in their dealings with each 
other? 

" 7. What damage, if any, has been occa- 
sioned to Colombia by acts of the United States 
which are admitted by the United States, and 
which may be adjudged as having been in vio- 
lation of obligations imposed upon the United 
States by the treaty of 1846 or by principles 
of international law to which the United 
States has assented? '' 

The foregoing diplomatically astute communica- 
tion, from which we have quoted only a few ex- 
tracts, as well as Minister Borda's recent protest 
based on the published reports of Mr. Roosevelt's 
Berkeley speech ("I took the Isthmus"), make it 



82 

One New Yorker recently returned from a busi- 
ness tour of the tropics said to me : " On account 
of the feeling against us in Latin America because 
of the Panama aflfair we have lost in trade more 
than the whole Canal will cost." 

Mr. Roosevelt's declaration, " I took the Isth- 
mus," does not, of course, alter the etliics of the af- 
fair, but being an avowal from the responsible Ex- 
ecutive simply makes it more than ever imperative, 
now that the heat of the ardent desire to see the 
Canal started is past, and the work is nearing com- 
pletion, to see that justice is done so effectively that 
the reputation of the United States for fair deal- 
ing shall be re-established throughout the world, 
and especially in Latin America. 

As to the present status of aflfairs with reference 
to Colombia, Mr. John Barrett, in a recent inter- 
view, said: 

" Owing to the fact that, in my opinion as 
Director General of the Pan-American Union, 
I am an international officer, that is, an official 
alike of the United States, Colombia and 
Panama, it is absolutely forbidden that I 
should express a political opinion as to the 
right and wrong involved in any issue between 
these countries, or as to the best method of set- 
tlement. I can, however, in a personal ca- 
pacity say that, because of my cordial personal 
feelings toward the Colombian people and the 
Colombian Government, I would welcome such 
action on the part of the United States Gov- 
ernment as would help remove the feeling 
against the United States which undoubtedly 
prevails to a certain extent in Colombia to-day 
on account of the Panama question.  *  
,« \ Such action would prove to be bread cast on 

s.* k ^' the waters of both friendship and trade, and 
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scandal as the public acts of George Washington 
and Abraham Lincoln, and that every action taken 
was not only proper but was carried out in accord- 
ance with the highest, finest and nicest standards of 
public and governmental ethics? 

I think Colombia can safely leave these questions 
to be answered by the conscience of the American 
people. 

Francisco Escobak, 
Consul-Oeneral of Colombia. 
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AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. 
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au open letter of the most scurrilous and defama- 
tory kind, must think that the American people 
have such short memories as to have forgotten the 
circumstances attending the rejection by the Colom- 
bian Congress of the Panama Canal treaty which 
had been negotiated at Washington by the Colom- 
bian Minister of the United States. Perhaps they 
have and perhaps it may be worth while recalling 
them. They were exhibited in a statement made at 
the time by Martinez Silva, who had previonsly 
been displaced as Colombian Minister to this coun- 
try by Senor Concha. Silva had endeaTored to pre- 
vent the purchase by this country of the French 
Panama Canal Company's property and in the state- 
ment made by him he frankly exposed the motives 
by which he had been inspired. 

By an action of the Colombian Congress dated 
August 4y 1893, the original concession granted to 
the French company, which had been for twenty 
years from May 28, 1878, was extended to October, 
1904. As it became apparent, however, that the 
canal could by notpossibility be completed witiiin 
that time the canal company, in December, 1898, 
obtained an extension of the limit for another six 
years, or until 1910. This grant was made by Pres- 
ident Sandemente, who is said to have received one 
million dollars for his complaisance, and while it 
was conditioned on a ratification by the Colombian 
Congress this ratification was represented as a mane 
formality and as a foregone conclusion. As a mat* 
ter of fact* it was subsequently refused, so that 
when the transfer of the lYench company's inteiest 
to the United States was under negotiation that 
company*s franchise, according to the Colombian 
contention, had only about three years to mn. It 
was to expire in 1904. 
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She had a good stake in hand; she played for a 
bigger one, played with marked cards, as she 
thought, and lost. Now it is her turn to have a 
grievance. — Salt Lake City Telegram. 



NOTHING TO BRAG ABOUT. 

Consul General Francisco Escobar of Colombia 
has written an open letter addressed to Mr. Roose- 
velt in reply to an article, recently published by the 
Colonel, attempting to justify his course in rela- 
tion to Colombia, when he was president. 

It seems unfortunate that the former executive 
was not governed in this matter by the advice to 
" Let sleeping dogs lie." 

Instead of doing this the Colonel stirred up the 
whole nasty mess again, and it is not an incident 
over which any American can feel any pride. 

The ConsTil General of Colombia, in his com- 
munication, seems to have the better of Mr. Roose- 
velt, and he rightfully objects to having Colombia 
compared to a bandit and blackmailer, something 
which the Colonel did in his article. ^ 

There can be no question that the great and 
powerful United States, under Mr. Roosevelt's 
direction, coerced a little sister republic in a most 
outrageous manner. 

The excuse was that ends sought to be obtained 
justified the means employed to gain them. 

The rebellion in Colombia which resulted in the 
division of that country and the establishment of 
the tiny republic of Panama, was undoubtedly 
brought about by American influences and sus- 
tained bv United States marine.s. 

Colonel Roosevelt says this action made it pos- 
sible to start digging the canal sooner than if mat- 



